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To: Joanne Dunkerley 
Subject: Eden Estates Link Road - Ecology Response 
Attachments: 240813 1971.04 AEP Eden LMCC response 2024-08-13.pdf 
 

 

Hi Joanne,  
 
With reference to the comments on ecology received on 22 March 2024 please find attached AEP’s 
response.  
Apologies for the delay. Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you wish to discuss.  
 
Regards, 
 

 
Manager - Land Projects 
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a: Suite 1.02, Level 1, 3 Thomas Holt Drive, Macquarie Park NSW 2113 
 

 
 
 

Redacted

Redacted

Redacted

Redacted



  

Newcastle | Sydney 
10 Darvall St Carrington 2294 | 275 Stanmore Rd Petersham 2049 
P 0420 624 707 E info@andersonep.com.au ABN 57 659 651 537 

AEP Ref: 1971.04 

To:  Eden Estates (Newcastle) Pty Ltd 

Attention:  

Via Email to: 

 

13 August 2024 

 

Dear  

 

Re: Ecological advice in response to Lake Macquarie City Council request for information 

 Planning Proposal – Multiple Lots in Wallsend, Edgeworth and Glendale 

 

As requested, Anderson Environment & Planning (AEP) herewith provide ecological advices in 
response to Lake Macquarie City Council’s queries (email entitled “Biodiversity issues”, dated 19 March 
2024) in relation to flora and fauna survey effort and methodology undertaken in association with the 
Planning Proposal and Biodiversity Certification over lands along the Link Road, west of Newcastle. 

 

Forest Owl survey methodology 

• The Interim Lake Macquarie Large Forest Owl Planning and Management Guidelines 2014 
(LMCC, 2014) were afforded consideration and informed the survey effort undertaken for 
Masked Owl, Sooty Owl, Powerful Owl and Barking Owl, in addition to survey methods defined 
by the BioNet Atlas Threatened Biodiversity Data Collection (TBDC) and the most recent State-
level applicable guidelines, namely the Threatened Biodiversity Survey and Assessment: 
Guidelines for Developments and Activities – Working Draft – November 2004 (NSW 
Department of Environment and Conservation, 2004). 

• AEP undertook a total of 6,100 hours of songmeter recording in season. Based on songmeter 
recording results including type, timing and frequency of call, further specific targeted works 
including call playback, pellet, roost and nest tree searches were carried out in areas of notable 
songmeter activity. This led to the identification of three (3) active Powerful Owl nests as 
presented in the Biodiversity Certification Assessment Report (BCAR) (AEP, 2022).  

• Ground search focus areas were identified following the analysis of songmeter data and 
triangulation of identified calls. This method proved to highly effective in enabling AEP to 
determine the likely location of a nest, and subsequently find and confirm each nest. 

• Masked Owl calls were also recorded by songmeter, albeit in much lower call numbers than for 
Powerful Owl.  The above method was also applied to determine potential breeding activity for 
Masked Owl on site. However, no evidence of active nesting and breeding by Masked Owl was 
determined on site despite the exhaustive effort employed. 

• As such, the extensive survey effort and data analysis undertaken by AEP, managed by bird 
specialists Ian Benson and Craig Anderson, is deemed to sufficient to determine the presence 
or absence of breeding activity by Forest Owls on site. 

• Powerful Owl is not a candidate for Serious and Irreversible Impacts as determined in the 
TBDC.  
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Other species 

• An itemised response is provided in Attachment A. 

• It is not deemed necessary to undertake SAII assessments for species that are not listed as 
Candidates for SAII in the TBDC. If Council is of the opinion that additional threatened entities 
occurring in the LGA do qualify for SAII listing, then we believe that Council should provide 
sufficient evidence to BCD to have these entities considered for addition to the state SAII list.  

As per the NSW Government Environment and Heritage advice published online 
(https://www2.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity-offsets-
scheme/clear-and-develop-land/serious-irreversible-impacts#serious-and-irreversible-impact-
nominations), nominations for SAII entities may be made via the following process (extract): 

If comprehensive data clearly demonstrates inaccuracies or omissions in the list of entities, we 
welcome nominations to update it. Anyone with such information can nominate to add or 
remove an entity and edit the relevant principles. 

Once the public display period has closed, the department will: 

o review all nominations  

o review any feedback received during the public display phase 

o either accept or reject the nominations. 

• To arbitrarily put onus on proponents to undertake SAII assessment for non-listed species, 
including species such as Powerful Owl which in our opinion is totally unjustified, is not a fair or 
reasonable approach to biodiversity assessment. 

 

Applied Methodology 

• AEP is of the firm opinion that the type, intensity, extent and duration of ecological field 
investigations and surveys undertaken over the Eden Estates land is at a level that meets (and 
in many areas exceeds) relevant survey guidelines. The dataset gathered and the information 
provided to relevant authorities is in our opinion more than sufficient to enable the production 
of a complying BCAR document that provides sufficient information for relevant authorities to 
undertake a detailed and complete assessment of biodiversity matters relevant to the site, 
enabling meaningful input to finalisation of an appropriate development / conservation footprint, 
and thereafter assessment and determination of the Planning Proposal and Biodiversity 
Certification process. 

 

We trust this information meets Eden Estates (Newcastle) Pty Ltd and LMCC requirements. Should you 
require any further details or clarification, please contact the writer. 

 

Kind regards,  

Managing Director 

Anderson Environment & Planning
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Attachment A - Response to survey methodology queries














